This dissertation explores the experience and meaning of menopause and aging within a community of lesbian women residing in the Ozarks. Using multiple methods of in-depth interviews and participant observation, this qualitative study places the embodied experience of the woman at the center of analysis. Contrasted with social discourses such as the pharmaceutical discourse, and the practices of Western medicine, this study privileges the words of the women who have experienced menopause and aging. Being lesbian separatist feminists from the second wave of the women's movement, the stories
